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The Evolution of Disney Fairy Tales: A Meta-Review of Past Studies
Proud Arunrangsiwed’, Manon Pasomsat’

Abstract

Many researchers have concerned about the impact of media in young adolescents. They
conducted the studies to explore these media. Disney fairy tale animated films are frequently
found as their research topic. This is because the films are viewed by young children from all
around the world. The current study used thematic analysis to examine the notable themes of
past studies. These themes are (1) power inequality between male and female characters, (2) the
myth of beauty and goodness, (3) the myth of wicked powerful women, and (4) the decreasing of
relationship between women in family, but empowering the marriage. Before now, these topics
had been serious issues, but currently Disney has solved these problems by empowering female
characters and giving them an equal right to male ones. This finding shows that Disney may use

the suggestion of past research papers to improve the plot of their animated films.
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